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                The title of Susan Grayzel’s book cleverly encapsulates the basic thesis of her compelling study of the role of aerial bombardment in British culture between the First World War and the Blitz. By exploring how British civilians experienced and came to terms with aerial warfare, Grayzel demonstrates how the extension of the battle zone to the home ultimately obliged the state to consider the domestic sphere as a fundamental element in the national war effort. The state’s recognition that civilians mattered as never before in mobilising a nation for war led to the creation of an apparatus of civil defence provision that required both an enlarged conception of state power and the necessity of voluntary participation by the home-front population. The prospect of attacks on women and children in their homes had to be rendered quotidian, a process that effectively amounted to ‘domesticating the air raid itself’.
Grayzel’s book opens strongly, with the first extended discussion offered by a historian of the cultural impact of the air raids which took place during the Great War. Grayzel convincingly recovers the complex and pertinent ways by which British society came to terms with the innovation of the air raid—especially how, from the very beginning, raids by Zeppelin airships and Gotha bombers produced a discourse of equivalence between soldiers and civilians, with the qualities of pride, heroism, courage and sacrifice, previously associated with men at the front, now being available to female non-combatants whose homes were exposed to the assault from the clouds. In particular, a consensus was established surrounding a non-gender specific standard of stoicism as the most desirable form of civil behaviour in the face of aerial bombardment. However, Grayzel suggests that this consensus should not be allowed to obscure the wide range of reactions that air raids invoked. In particular, anger at the fact that women and children were now in the firing-line had to be managed, to ensure that it was directed at the barbarous Hun, not at the British state that seemed unable to protect its own civilian population. By restoring the significance of the air raid in the Great War (and deploying it so astutely to reshape paradigms of both gender and the relationship between home front and war front), Grayzel has further embellished her deserved reputation as one of the most imaginative and respected authorities on the First World War.
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